
BOOK 



Why do we read books? 



What’s on a book cover? 







HOW TO  
DESIGN A  
BOOKCOVER 

 Let’s look at the history of art



Back to Surrealism movement:

1. Automatism 
2. Chance of Operation 
3. Found Objects  
4. Critique



The son of man  
Rene Magritte 
1946



Appropriation 
is the use of pre-existing objects or images with little or no transformation applied to them.  

The use of appropriation has played a significant role in the history of the arts

Method #1



Campbell’s Soup Cans,  
Andy Warhol 
1962





Whaam! 
Roy Lichtenstein 
1963













Juxtaposition 
means placing two or more things side-by-side, often with the 

intention of comparing or contrasting the elements.

Method #2



David Bowie on stage

Juxtaposition with identities and gender stereotypes  



Frida Kahlo 
Self-Portrait with Cropped Hair 
1940 

Juxtaposition with identities 
and gender stereotypes  



Jean De Carondelet lll,  
Kehinde Wiley,  
2013

Juxtaposition with identities 
and racism 



Kelly James Marshall 
Plunge 
1992













Design with Critical Thinking 
 

CRITIQUE BY DESIGNING 

Method #3





Lolita is a 1955 novel written by Russian-American novelist Vladimir 
Nabokov. The novel is notable for its controversial subject: the 
protagonist and unreliable narrator, a middle-aged literature 
professor under the pseudonym Humbert Humbert, is obsessed with a 
12-year-old girl, Dolores Haze, with whom he becomes sexually 
involved after he becomes her stepfather. "Lolita" is his private 
nickname for Dolores. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Nabokov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Nabokov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unreliable_narrator


Literature Classic  

vs. 

Story of Children Sexual Abuse/  
Story to Normalize, Romanticize Child Sexual Abuse/ 

a Crime  



FLUXUS 
1960s -1970s



TV Bra For Living Sculpture,  
Nam June Paik, Charlotte Moorman 
(the cellist) 1969

Topless cellist, 
Nam June Paik, Charlotte Moorman 
(the cellist) 1965



Fly, Yoko Ono, 1971



Toilet thoughts,  
Yoko Ono, 1968







(Young)woman’s body 

Body-image  

Youth 

Skin/Skin-color: Skin tone as the symbol of “being pure”     

Body hair: Men’s obsession with hairless body 
  

Puberty 

Man-gaze 

Sexual abuse  

Rape  

  
 



Responsibility 



CREATING 
PROCESS 

 



Typefaces 
+ 
Illustration 





Texture  
+ 
Typefaces 
+ 
Shapes  
+ 
Graphic



Texture  
+ 
Photograph 
+ 
Shapes  
+ 
Graphic



Typefaces 
+ 
Find objects



Typefaces 
+ 
Find objects 
+ 
Collage



Typefaces 
+ 
Photograph 
+ 
Graphics



Typefaces 
as 
Graphic 





CLEAN  
CRISP 
CLEAR 
3 MAIN  
PRINCIPLES  
OF GOOD VISUAL DESIGN 



CLEAN
A very clean presentation 



CRISP High quality image 





CLEAR
Clear with the information display  



STRATEGIES  
THINGS YOU CAN DO WHEN YOU DESIGN 



Get the Viewer’s  
Attention







Making Information Important





 Negative Space – Take A Deep Breath







Set Your Grid





Choose Your Font Pairing



Limit Your Typefaces

1
2

3

No more than 3 kinds, including the size 









OH!!! NOOOOOOOOOOOO



Align Your Type

Align Everything  



Understand  
the Relationship  
between 
Color,Font  
and Content









Always Ask for Critique 



Think like a viewer 

Create  
with  

Empathy  


